2026 EACU Patrick Ribbands Team Championships
This was the eighteenth team Championships and my second as organiser. We were once again at the excellent venue of Moreton Hall this year on Sunday 1st March 2026. We had twenty-one teams, two up from last year, and I think a record number, from Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and Suffolk. Twenty-one looks to be the capacity for the venue for it to be a comfortable playing environment.
I made changes to the rating limits this year to facilitate more teams in the Open than the two we had in the last two years. This worked with 5 teams entering and making the section more competitive. Linton entered two teams with other teams from St Johns and St Ives but the strongest team in terms of aggregate ratings was Broadland, who dominated scoring 3.5 points in each of rounds 1 & 2 and then 3 points in the last round to leave them with 10 points. Linton Tigers started well with 3 points in Round 1 but fell back in the later rounds but still finished 2nd with 7.5 points. The Linton Tigers Board 1 Ruayyah Rida inflicted Broadlands only loss in beating, on form Jaden Jermy in the last round. Jason Leverett of Broadland was the only player to score the maximum 3 points.
Broadland thus won the Patrick Ribbands Team Championships Memorial Shield.
There were seven teams in the U7000 rating limited Championship where there was another strong team, Bury A, who scored 3, 3.5 and 3.5 in rounds 1-3 respectively to end up with 10 points. Two of their players, Daniel Pugh and Bob Jones scored the maximum 3 points. Linton Lions scored well and came 2nd with 7.5 points. Close behind were Manningtree on 6.5 points and then Lowestoft Titans next on 6 points.
The U6000 rating limited Championship had nine teams, which was better than last years eleven in terms of good competitive play. Once again there were several juniors playing as well as some all-juniors teams. It was an open contest with several possible winners up to the last round. The juniors played well and achieved some good results so it was not surprising to see a junior team in 1st place. Norwich Juniors A managed to get to 8 points, though there was a lot of excitement when following the results. For second place there was a three way tie between Norwich Juniors A, St Johns Woodpushers and Linton Zebras.  Players on the maximum 3 points were Neel Mishra of Linton Zebras, and James Woodburn of St Johns Woodpushers 
It was good to see that at least one team in each county won a prize.
My thanks go to Bob Joines who booked the venue and also with members of his club helped set up the tables and equipment. Also, thanks to all who stayed to the end and helped to pack away.
John Wickham
